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FAMILY PLACE L IBRARIES"  
JLB'S l , 2 , 3  PLAY WITH ME PROGRAM 

W R I T T E N  8 Y  M E L A N I E  C R A H T  



A GRANDMOTHER PLAYS WKH HER GRAND- 
DAUGHlTR IN THE PUPPlT CENTER AT THE 
A V O N D U  UBRARY, 

~ ~ W P W ~ G  LIBRAR~ES INTO WELCOMING SPACES 
m'f HILRREN AND THEIR CAREGIVERS 

"Since becoming a Family Place Library, 
our library looks Werent, sounds dif- 
lerent and feels different," said a partic- 
ipating Family Place coordinator who 
was recently asked how &is program 
changed the face of her facility- "The 
training has provided us with a spring- 
board, propelling us into creating new 
programs and partnerships and aquir- 
ing new resources for our community." 

The Junior League of Birrmngham is 
e n l a g  its smnd year of involvement 

OPPOSITE JESSIE AND HER FATHER PRE- 
TEND TO MAIL E l T E R S  IN THE DRAMATIC 
PLAY CEMTR AT THE NORTH BIRMINGHAM 
UBRARY. 

in Family Place hbraricsm and the 
1,2,3 Play W h  h4e Program This pro- 
gram is an or@ play and learning 
time which indudes eduattonal events 
and early childhood materials and 
manipula~vt5 witbin the B i h n m  
Public Library system. The five-we& 
1,2,3 Phy Wch Me program involves 
toddlers and their parents or caregivers 
and features local professionals such as 
speech pathologists, nuuittonjsts, child 
development specialisrs, music and 
movement specialists and more who 
m e  ss resources for p a n t s  or care- 
givers. This program emphasize the 
rok of parents as the first reachers 01 
their children facilitates early interven- 
tian and teaches strategies for healthy 
child development and early literacy. 

Birmingham Public Library is proud 
to be the rust library system in Alabama 
to implement the Family Place 
Ijbrariesm model. The target popula- 

tion of this p r o p  is families of chi& 
drenagtd one to three in the Avondale, 
North Avondale, Huffman, Center 
Point and Roebuck neighborhoods. 
According to reccut census infoma- 
tion, there are over 16,000 children 
under the age of five living in 
Birmingham and 25% of Birmingham 
households are headed by single moth- 
ers. This program offers training and 
materials to pmiapa ting families so 
they can prepare their children for a 
Metime of learning and reading. 

In addition to organizing the 1,2,3 
Phy Wfrh Me prapm, JLB volunteers 
a h  created the physical space within 
each library where yvung children and 
their p m u  or aaregivers can play and 
learn together. One new resident in the 
Avondale community said, 'I brought 
my two-year old to rhe Avondale 
Library for the k t  time after moving 
into thc neborhood last year and 



was thrilled with a11 the amazing activities and toys it offered. W e  
also participated in the 1,2,3 Play UTch Me program and were 
impressed with the materials and projects we were given ta take 
home. We wmked on them togdm and were excited to came 
back the next week to see what new activity we would be able to 
do!" 

Junior League of Birmingham's 1,2J Play Wth Me C o - C h i  
Holly M d u w s  explained: "The benefits we are seeing from thc 
Family Place Librariesm are multi-faceted for the participants 
served. There is not only an educational bendt for the children, 
but there is also a distinct social benefit far the ehildten and their 
parents as well as a community-strengthening support system." 
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