Family Place Libraries™

A Family Place Library is a center for early childhood

information, parent education, emergent literacy,

socialization, and family support. Expanding the

traditional role of children’s services, Family Place

builds on the knowledge that good health, early
learning, parent involvement, and supportive communities play a
critical role in young children’s growth and development. The
Family Place Libraries initiative provides a developmental
framework and comprehensive model for family centered library
service.

Since its inception in 1996, Family Place is now in over 300
libraries in 23 states. Family Place Libraries™ is administered by
Middle Country Public Library which also serves as the national
Family Place Libraries™ model and training center.

Middle Country Public Library, Centereach, New York

Middle Country Public Library (MCPL) has provided

library-based family support services since 1980. A

leader in building library/community coalitions and

networks, the library has developed a broad array

of model services aimed at children, families, and
the adults who work with families including the Parent/Child
Workshop. Family Place Libraries is MCPL’s national initiative.
The Middle Country Library Foundation supports the library’s
regional and national projects and established a $1 million
Hagedorn Endowment for Family Place Libraries.
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